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made ordinances superfluous or mere signs,
-and the priesthood fell into a subordinate
rank, while the preacher dictated laws from
his pulpit.

By 1520 Luther's position was clear. It
reversed Catholicism when it recognized that
the individual Christian, united with his
fellows, made the Church, and not the Church
the Christian. Luther did not trouble about
history; he knew nothing of art; his Latin
studies had left him quite untouched by the
liberal spirit which distinguished men of the
Renaissance type. He was a Roman neither
y taste nor temperament. We may find his
ancestors in the " De Moribus Germanorum "
of Tacitus; and that is why he carried the
nation with him.

Under what scandalous conditions Leo X.
revived the Petrine indulgence, despite his
oath to the contrary, and shared its profits
with Albert, Archbishop of Mayence, we
may learn from historians. In 1517 the
German Church was a confederacy of high-born
prince-prelates, enormously rich, too often
dissolute, and at best men. of the world who
left their spiritual charge to others. There
Spas evidence of much piety in the middle and
lower classes; but the clergy were impover-